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~LESS, 0 Lord, us thy servants who minister in 

~ thy templei Grant that what we sing with our 

lips we may believe in our hearts, and what we be

lieve in our hearts we may show forth in our livesi 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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RORATE CAELL. . ..... Plainsong, Mode I 
Ha rmonizat ion by Robert Finster 

Drop down, ye heavens f rom a bove, and let the 

skies pour down righteousness. 

V . 1. Be not ang ry wi t h us, 0 Lo rd, neither 

remember iniqu ity f or ever. Thy holy cit ies me 

a wilderness, Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a 

desola1ion, ou r holy an d our beautiful house, 

where ou r f a thers p raised thee. 

V. 2. We have sinned and a re as an unclean 

thing , and we all do fa de as a lea f , a nd ou r 

iniquities li ke the wind have taken us away. 

Thou ha st hid thy Face From us, and hast con

sumed us because of our in iquities . 

V. 3. Ye are my witnesses ,. sa ith the Lo rd , an d 

my servants whom I have chosen, that ye may 

know me and believe me. I, even I, am the Lord , 

and beside me there is no Saviour, and there is 

none that can deliver ou t of my hand. 

V. 4. Comfort ye comf ort ye my people; my 

salvation shall not tarry . I have blotted out as 

a thick cloud thy transgressions. Fea r not, fo r i 
will save thee, for I am the Lord, thy God, the 

Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. 

PASTORES, DICITE ... ... .. ... ... Cristobal de Morales 
1500-155 3 

Pastores, dici te, quidnam vidistis? et annuntiate 

Christi nativitatem. Noe. 

lnfantem vidimus, pannis invo lutum, et choros 

Angelorum laudantes Salvatorem. Noe. 

Shepherds, tell us, what did you see there? Give 

us the news of Christ's birth. Noel. 

We saw the Infant, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

and choirs of Angels singing to the Saviour. Noel. 



0 MAGNUM MYSTERIUM ... Tomas Lu is de V ictoria 
ca . 1 540-1 611 

0 magnum mysterium et admi rabile sacramen 

tum , ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, ja

centem in praesepio. 0 beata virgo, cujus viscera 

meruerunt portare Dominum Jesum Christum. 

Alleluia . 

0 great mystery and ineffable covenant, that 

simple beasts behold the new-born Lord, lying 

in a manger! 0 blessed Vi rgin, whose hallowed 

womb d id bea r the Lord Jesus Christ! Alleluia . 

FREUT EUCH UNO JUBILIERT .... ... .. Sethus Calvisius 
1556 -161 5 

Freut euch und jubiliert; zu Bethlehem gefunden 

wird das herzeliebe Jesulein, das soli eu'r Freud 

und Wonne sein. 

Rejoice exultantly; in Bethlehem shall ye find the 

dear Lord Jesus, who shall your joy and won der 

be. 

CANTATA, IN DULCI JUBILO ... Dietrich Buxtehude 
1637 -1707 

Christopher Bonds, violin 

Julie Along, violin 

Carolyn Finster, cello 

Janet Ty, organ 

In dulci jubilo 
Now sing with hearts aglow! 

Our delight and pleasure 

Lies in praesepio 
Shining is our treasure 

Matris et gremio. 

Alpha es et 0! 

0 Jesu parvule, 

For thee I long alway; 
Comfort my hea rt's blindness, 

0 puer optime. 
In thy loving kindness, 

0 princeps gloriae, 

Trahe me post te! 

0 Patris caritas! 

0 Nati lenitas! 

Deeply were we stained 

Per nostra crimina; 

Thou for us hast ga ined 

Cae lorum gaudia. 
0 that we were there! 

Ubi sund gaudia 

In any place but there? 

There the angels singing 

Nova cantica, 

And the bells are ringing 

In regis curia . 
0 !·hat we were the re! 

HOLY RADIANT LIGHT .. .. Alexander Gretchaninov 
1864 -195 6 

Holy radiant Light, thou holy radiance of the 

Father, glorious and mighty, thou oni,Y-begotten 

Son of God eternal, holy Jesus! Come we now 

to the hour of setting sun; the lights of evening 

' round us shine . 0 holy One, holy Trinity eternal, 

we sing thy praise evermore: with unQenled lips 
evermore a rt ·thou wor1hy to be praised, holy Son 

of God, source of every life, thou radiant Light, 

all the world doth praise thee now and evermore. 

THIS DAY A CHILD IS BORN 
.. ...... ... Heinz Werner Zimmermann 

b. 1930 

William Vaughan, contrabass 

This day a child is born here, 

To us a son is born here! 

And the government is on his shoulders; 

He is called Wonderful! 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! 

~allelujah! 

Cantus firmu s in tenor part: 

Praise God the Lord, ye sons of men, 

Before his highest throne! 

Today he opens heaven again 

And gives us his own Son! 

OFFERING AND INTERMISSION 



THE CHRISTMAS STORY ..... ....... . ..Hugo Dist le r 

(Die Weihnachtsgesch ich te, Op. 1 0) 

Edmund Dana, tenor - Eva ngel ist 

Robert Harder, tenor - Angel 

Phyl lis Bonds, sopran o - Elizabeth 

Kay Wack, mezzo so p rano - Ma ry 

Sidney Reed, bass - Herod 

Richard Wack, baritone - Simeon 

1908 -1942 

I. Chorus: "The people that wal ked in da rkness" 

II. The Ch ri stmas Story 

I. Chorale: " Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming " 

The A nnunciation 

2. Chorale: "Isai ah 'twas foreto ld it" 

The Magnificat 

3. Chora le: "0 Savi our, hea r our p lead ing " 

T he Birth of Ch rist 

4. Chora le : " Th is flowe r whose frag rcmce 

tender·· 

Th e Shepherds and A ngels 
Choru s: " Glo ry to God in the highest" 

Chorus: " Let us go now" 

5. Chorale: "At once the shepherds answer
ed " 

H erod and the Wise M en 
Chorus: " Where is the new-born King " 

Choru s: "'In Beth lehem " 

6. Chora le: " A l l thanks to God the Fa ther" 

Simeon 

7 . Chorale: " Now sing we all, so be it!" 

Ill. Chorus: " For God so loved the wo rld " 

LATER TH iS SEASON 

March 9, Sunday, 8:00 P.M. 

Francis Pou!enc - Tenebme f actae sunt 

Heinz Werner Zimmerma nn - Psa lm konzert 

Leonard Bernstein - Chichester Psalms 

M ay 25 , Sunday, 8:00 P.M. 

Johann Sebastian Bach - Mass in B Minor 
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OUR THANKS to M rs. David Teeter fo r her serv ices as 
chairma11 of the Reception Committee, and to those 
who have helped her. 

THE CANTATA SINGERS is a concert choir founded in 
1964 by Robert Finster and dedicated to the perform
ance of sacred choral literature. The amateur cho ru s 
is unique in its func1·ion and in the composi t ion of its 
personnel. Its m embers represent nea rly every major 
Christ ian body, thus bri nging to the g roup a b readth 
not found in individual parish choirs and other cho 
ruse-s, and giving to the community a concrete expres
sion of ecumenica l cooperation and understanding . 
Membership is open to all those who have a deep 
interest in singing great sacred music, an adequate 
singing vo ice, the ability to read music, and the sin 
cere intention of attending ail rehearsa ls and partici
pating in all concerts during a given season . 

THE PROGRAMS given by The Cantata Singers ore 
given without admission charge, but are dependent 
la rgely upon your contributions at each program . 


