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THE CHRIS'I't'1AS ORA'IDRIO , BY JOHANN SEPASTIAN 13AG! 

Sunday, December 9 , 1984 

PART ONE : ON THE FIRST DAY OF' THE FESTIVAL OF' CI-IRJST~1AS 

Chorus 
Recitative 
Recitative 
Aria 
Chorale 
Recitative 
Chorale/ Recitative 
Aria 
Chorale 

Christians , be joyful 
Now it came to pass in those days 
See now the bridegroom 
Prepare thyself , Zion 
fiow sha 11 I fitly meet thee 
And she brought forth her firstborn son 
For us to earth he corret.h poor 
Mighty Lord and King a ll-glorious 
Ah ! Dearest Jesus 

chorus 
evangelist 

a lto 
alto 

chorus 
evangelist 

soprano/bass 
bass 

chorus 

PART TWO : ON THE SECOND DAY OF THE FESTIVAL OF CHRIS'I}lAS 

Symphony 
Recitative 
Chorale 
Recitative 
Recitative 
Aria 
Recitative 
Chorale 
Recitative 
Aria 
Recitative 
Chorus 
Recitative 
Chorale 

orchestra 
evangelist And there were shepherds abiding 

Break forth , 0 beauteous heavenly 
And the angel said to them 

hght chorus 

What God to Abraham revealed 
Haste , ye shepherds 

evangelist/soprano 
bass 

And this is the sign to you 
Within yon gloomy manger 
0 haste ye , then 
Slumber , beloved 
And suddenly there was with the angel 
Glory to God in the highest 
'Tis d ght that ang¥1S thus should sing 
With all thy hosts 

tenor 
evangelist 

chorus 
bass 
alto 

evangelist 
chorus 

bass 
chorus 

PART 3: ON THE THIRD DAY OF' THE FESTIVAL OF CHRIS'I't'1AS 

Chorus 
Recitative 
Chorus 
Recitative 
Chorale 
Duet 
Recitative 
Aria 
Recitative 
Chorale 
Recitative 
Chorale 
Chorus 

Hear , King of Angels 
And when the angels had gone 
Let us even go now unto Bethlehem 
He bids us comfort take 
The Lord hath all these wonders wrought 
Lord, thy mercy 
And they came with haste 
Keep, 0 my spirit 
Yes , yes ! my heart 
Thee with tender care I ' ll cherish 
And the shepherds returned 
Rejoice and sing 
Hear , King of Angels (repeated) 

chorus 
evangelist 

chorus 
bass 

chorus 
soprano/bass 

evangelist 
alto 
alto 

chorus 
evangelist 

chorus 
chorus 

THE G!RIS'il'1AS ORA'IDRIO , BY JOHJ\NN SEBASTIAN BAG! 

Sunday , December 16 , 1984 

PART 4 : ON NEW YEAR'S DAY , THE FESTIVAL OF' THE CIRCill1CISION 

Chorus 
Recitative 
Duet 
Air , with echo 
Duet 
Air 
Chorale 

Come and thank Him 
And when eight days were fulfilled 
IITl!TBJ1uel, beloved name 
l\h ! my Saviour 
Tis well ! Thy name , 0 Lord 
'Tis thee I would be praising ever 
Jesus , who didst ever guide me 

chorus 
evangelist 

bass/soprano 
soprano 

soprano/bass 
tenor 

chorus 

PART 5 : ON THE SUNDAY AFrER NE\<7 YEAR ' S DAY 

Chorus 
Recit.ative 
Chorus/recitative 
Chorale 
Air 
Recitative 
Terzet 
Recitative 
Chorale 

Chorus 
Recitative 
Redtative 
Air 
Recitative 
Chorale 
Recitative 
Recitative/air 
Recitative 
Chorale 

Glory be to God 
Now when ,Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
\Vhere is the new- born king? 

chorus 
evangelist 

chorus/alto 
All darkness flies 
0 Lord , my darkened heart enlighten 
And when Herod the king heard it 
l\h ! When shall we see salvation? 
My Lor d is King alone! 

chorus 
bass 

evangelist/alto 
soprano/alto/tenor 

alto 
This proud heart 

PART 6 : ON THE FESTIVAL OF TBE EPIPBANY 

Lord, when our haughty foes assail us 
Then Herod called the wise men privily 
Thou traitor 
Naught against the power 
And they , when they had heard the king 
Beside thy cradle here I stand 
And being warned by God in a dream 
Depart ! enough/Ye foes of man 
O' er us no more the fears of hell 
Now vengeance hath been taken 

chorus 

chorus 
evangelist 

soprano 
soprano 

evangelist 
chorus 

evangelist 
tenor 

soloists 
chorus 

TI1e Christmas Oratorio was originally cCF.pased as a series of six 
separate hut relnted cantatas , to be performed on six days from 01ristmas 
to the Feast of the Epiphany . To restore this flnvor at least partially, 
we have spread our performance over two successive Sundays . The three 
sections we present each week will be separated hy brief intermissions ; 
we hope both the performances and our appreciabon of them will benefit 
from a fe.v morrents of reflection . 
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This program is made possible with public funds fran the New York State 
Council on the Arts . In Allegany , Cattaraugus , Chemung, Steuben , and 
Tioga Counties , the Decentralization Program is administered by the 
Chem.mg Valley Arts Council. 
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VIOLIN 
Ken Fung 
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THE FESTIVAL CHAMBER PlAYERS 

ORGAN 

Jarres Sanderson 

FUJTE 
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CORNO da CACCIA 
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TRUMPET 
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Kathy O'Kane 

TYMPANI 
Richard Shore 

The Cantata Singers take great pleasure in presenting their concerts 
without admission charge . The continuation of this practice is dependent 
largely upon your contribution at each concert . 

This concert is being recorded. For the benefit of fellc:w concertgoers 
as well as posterity, please limit coughs and other distracting noises as 
rruch as possible . 

The Bach Tercentenary celebration will continue with peformances of the 
St.John Passion on April 5 and the Mass in B Minor on May 12, as well as 
a series of ten organ recitals extending to November 1985 . "If you would 
like to be added to our mailing list for these events please leave your 
narre and address in the collection plate. 
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