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' Sunday, December 7th, 2003 
3:30p.m. 

First United Methodist Church of Horseheads 
Broad Street 

Horseheads, New York 

Featuring: 
The Pinnacle Brass Quintet of Ithaca College 

Fran Shumway, Alto Soloist 
First United Methodist Church Children,s Choir 

First United Methodist Church BeD Choir 
First United Methodist Church Chancel Choir 

~ David Peckham, Organist 



oU'usic for the dKatirlitp: rche A.ddrtditm tfthe crhrist crhi/d 
Today we celebrate a special birth in song. Only once in history 

has there been such a momentous delivery, venerated for more than 
two millennia. The music that you will hear today is a glimpse of the 
celebration, the wonder, the awe and the adoration of all who visited 
Mary, Joseph and the Holy Child in the manger at Bethlehem. Kings, 
shepherds and wise men who came brought gifts to honor the Christ 
Child. Our gift, like that of the Angels that night, is music. We come 
with bells, with horns, with the mighty organ, and with many voices. 

The ringing of bells is a long-standing Christmas tradition that 
reaches back to the first Christmas when legend has it that bells eve
rywhere rang at the birth of the Christ Child. We are pleased to have 
the ringers of the United Methodist Church Bell Choir, under the di
rection of Amy Harpster, open our program with selections from 
Ring Together Christmas. 

The choral part of our program opens with Milford, an early 
American carol and "fuging tune" that recounts the birth, as many 
carols do. Riu Riu Chiu is a traditional Spanish carol. The tide 
phrase does not translate into English and is meant to evoke the call 
of the nightingale. Legends of the Nativity of Christ include the 
miracle of animals talking. In this case it is the nightingale singing 
about God's protection of the Holy Family from the wolf. In Villa
Lobos' beautiful Praesepe we sing of the irony of the humble birth 
of the King and the adoration of the Baby by the old man who owns 
the stable. The text comes from the 1563 "Poem to the Virgin" by 
Fr. Jose de Anchieta. Fr. Anchieta, a missionary to Brazil and a very 
gifted poet, uses double meanings of much of the Latin text to offer a 
dramatic, ironic and poignant glimpse of the birth through the experi
ence of the man who owned the stable. 

In Thou Must Leave Thy Lowly Dwelling, subtided "The 
Shepherds' Farewell to the Holy Family" from the larger work "The 
Childhood of Christ," Hector Berlioz considers the thoughts of the 
Shepherds as they say goodbye after adoring the Christ child. Joining 
us again this year, by popular demand, is the Pinnacle Brass, a student 
brass quintet from Ithaca College. Their musical offerings will be 
Scherzo and a setting of one of the oldest traditional carols, 
Greensleeves. The Nativity Madrigals, using Norma Farber's na-

tivity poems from her book "A Birth in the Family," give composer 
Daniel Pinkham the opportunity for a unique perspective on the 
reactions of animals and others sharing the stable that night. 

Unto Us is Bom a Son is a modern setting of an ancient tune 
that was flrst set on paper in the 1582 Sacred Latin collection "Piae 
Cantiones." Will Wickham's The Blessed Dawn offers a quiet 
peak at the humble beginnings of "so great a king" while his Gloria 
recalls the song of adoration offered by the "multitude of heavenly 
hosts" on that great day. 

The Chancel Choir of the Methodist Church, under the direc
tion of organist and choirmaster David Peckham, offers two selec
tions: Your Song in Me and The Christmas Hymn (The Echo 
Carol) , two of their favorite musical offerings. The Cantata Singers 
and the Chancel Choir combine forces to offer two traditional 
works from the British Isles. In the Bleak Midwinteris a setting 
of a traditional English carol and from Scodand comes What 
Strangers are These - a glorious setting of text that speaks of the 
many visitors that night. 

It is often said that Christmas is for children. Amy Harpster 
leads the Children's Choir in selections from Archangel Gabriel's 
Awesome Adventure, a Christmas musical that will be presented 
here at the Methodist Church. Since a 'merry organ' is an important 
part of the tradition of sound that celebrates the miracle of the Na
tivity, David Peckham presents an organ setting of Bring a Torch, 
Jeanette Isabella for our celebration. 

Last, and deflnitely not least, what is Christmas if not a commu
nity event? Please join all of us as we conclude our celebration with 
traditional carols. Join with us in the music of celebration: the ado
ration of the birth of Christ, the miracle birth that saves the world. 

• 
This program is made possible, in part, with public funds from 
the New York State Council on the Arts Decentralization Pro
gram administered locally by the ARTS of the Southern Fin
ger Lakes. 



PROGRAM 

Selections from "Ring Together Christmas" .. ........... .. Arr. K. McChesney 

Bell Choir 

MilfOrd ......... ........ .. .. .. ...... ......................................................... ]. Stepheson 

Cantata Singers 

Riu Riu Chiu ..... ............... ......... ...... .... .. .. .... ... ..................... ..... ... Traditional 

Cantata Singers 

Scot! Frye, soloist 

Praesepe ....... ......................... ........ .......................... .............. H. Villa-Lobos 

Cantata Singers 

Fran Shumwqy, soloist 

Thou Must Leave Try Lowfy Dwelling ............. .............. ...... ........ H. Berlioz 

Cantata Singers 

Scher-{0 ..................... ...... .. .... ... ................................... .. ............. ]. Cheetham 

Pinnacle Brass 

Nativiry Carols .................. .. .......... ........ ... 1 •••••••••••• ••• ••••••••••••••••• D. Pinkham 

Cantata Singers 

Intermission 

A free will iffering will be taken. 

PROGRAM 

Unto Us is Born a Son .......... ...... ... ............................ ............. .... Traditional 

Cantata Singers 

Two Pieces for Christmas ... ......... ....... .. ..... ..... ....... ... ........ .. W. Wickham 

The Blessed Dawn 

Gloria 

Cantata Singers 

Greensleeves - arr. David Uber 

Pinnacle Brass 

YourS ong in Me 
Chancel Choir 

R. Hatton 

Christmas Hymn (Echo Caroo ..................... .......... ... .............. arr. H . Jungst 

Chancel Choir 

In the Bleak Mid-Winter ................................................................ H . Darke 

Combined Choirs 

Sus an Tanner & Jack Darling, soloists 

What Strangers are These 
Combined Choirs 

Loueda Bleiler & Scot! Frye, soloist 

arr. R. Purvis 

Selections from "Archangel Gabriel's Awesome Adventure" .. B. Merrill & 

A. R. Petker 
Childrens Choir 

Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella .. ......... ....... ..... ... ..... ... ........ arr. K. Chapman 

David Peckham, organist 

Traditional carols -The audience is invited to join with us in singing these 
;. carols. Words can be found on the following page. 



God Rest You Mer~ Gentlemen .... .. ..... .... .. .............................. arr. D. Willcocks 
1. God rest you merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour \Vas born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan's power \V'hen we were gone astray; 
Refrain: 

0 tidings of comfort and joy, Comfort and joy, 0 tidings of comfort and joy. 
2. From God our heav'nly Father A blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds Brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born The Son of God by name: 
Refrain: 
3. The Shepherds at those tidings Rejoiced much in mind, 
And left their flocks a-feeding In tempest, storm and wind, 
And went to Bethlehem straightway This blessed babe to find: 
Refrain 
4. But when to Bethlehem they came, \Vhereat this infant lay, 
They found him in a manger, Where oxen feed on hay; 
His motl1er Mary kneeling, Unto the lord did pray: 
Refrain 

5. Now to the Lord sing praises, All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas All others dotl1 deface: 
Refrain 

Angels We Have Heard On High ... .................................... .. ........ ....... Traditional 
1. Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 
Rifrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire

1 
your heav'nly song? 

Rifrain: 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
Rifrain: 

Joy To TJ:e World! .... ........................................................................... .. ... Traditional 
1. Joy to tl1e world! the Lord has come: Let earth receive her King. 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns: Let all their songs employ, 
\V'hile fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
3. He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of 
His love. 

c!&rgani~t: David Peckham 
'lMniteb ;ffletbobi~t QCbancel QCboir: Directed by David Peckham 

Soprano 
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Carol Hallenbeck 
] ean] ones 
Pauline LeShure 

(Soprano) Tenor 
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Alto 
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Pam Fluent 

Bass 
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'lMniteb ;fJletbobi~t ~bilbren'~ QCboir directed by Amy Harpster 
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Carol Hallenbeck 
Brian Harpster 
JoAnn Hunt 
Pauline LeShure 

Elizabeth Panosian 
Tom Rankin 
David Seymour 
Dyane Smith 

JHnnade ~ra~~ <!Eluintet of 1Jtbata QCollege 
Casey Large and] esse King, trumpets 

Tyler Ogilvie, French horn 
Matt Haines, trombone 

Christian Carichner, tuba 

Qtantata ~ingeu 

Alto 
Loueda Bleiler 
Amy Chrabaszcz 
Joan Cunnings 
Martha Horton 
Frances McLaren 
] ane Poliseo 
Cora Range 
Lou Sand 
Ginny Shippy 

Tenor 
] ack Darling 
Thomas]. McCloskey 
Gary Tucker 

Bass 
David Edsall 
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Scott Frye 
Michael Wald 

~ebear~al ~tcompani~t: Frances McLaren 


